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“The Easter Joke”

Westminster ~Excerpt from Hal Murry's Sermon, April, 16, 2017
Presbyterian '

Y It's been three years since Westminster's Worship Research Department, which
Church as many of you suspect, is actually just me and a couple of old books, three years since the
o th oor research department was reminded of the ancient Orthodox Christian tradition of the
563-583-1729 ‘Easter Joke." On the day after Easter, Orthodox congregations would reassemble at their

www.wpcdbq.org

el @wnedbaorg churches to tell jokes and funny stories -- as a way of celebrating the BIG joke that God

played on Satan on Easter morning.
. o Since we don't gather on Mondays, yet still wanting to honor at least one ancient
Inside this issue: ecclesiastical tradition, I began modestly by including one Easter joke in my 2014 Easter

sermon. This proved so popular that in 2015 I told two jokes and, then, in 2016, three.
Adult Faith Formation 2  After worship last Easter, several of you suggested that I should just stop after the jokes,
which I thought was pretty funny, but then I realized you weren't joking.

Youth FaithFormation 3 Nevertheless, in continuing deference to the Orthodox Christian tradition, and at
the risk of whatever remains of my respectability, I've decided to begin again with the
Church News 2 Easter Joke, or two or three...
4 * Iread this week about an all-church revival which was held in a small, rural

Kentucky town, outside of Louisville. In the middle of the week-long revival, the town's

Mission News 4 three ministers got together for a cup of coffee and to compare notes.

The Southern Baptist minister was effusive. "The Lord has blessed us mightily," he
Calendar 5 said. "We had ten conversions last night."

The Methodist minister, with equal enthusiasm said, "the Lord has blessed us, too.
Bring a Friend 4 We received five new members."

The Presbyterian minister, much more reserved, said, ‘God has been good to us,
Worship Scripture 6 too. We lost fifteen of the worst members our church ever had."

* The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the
congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the
church building. The minister became more anxious when he learned that the regular

FROM YOUR _ .| | organist had called in sick and a sub was brought in at the last minute. The substitute
S : | wanted to know what to play and when to play.

WESTMINSTER [ So, the minister hurriedly gave the organist a copy of the bulletin, and said as they
PRESBYTERIAN were entering the Sanctuary: "You'll have to think of something to play after I've made my
S emergency appeal for additional funds.’

CHURCH FOUNDATION: During the service, the minister took a deep breath and made his appeal, "Brothers

and sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected
el | and we need $15,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $500 or more, I invite you to stand
(o cbie i ieleed fap .. It was at that moment, that the substitute organist played "The Star Spangled
oo | Banner.".....And that is how the substitute organist became the regular organist!

Presbyterian Church * A Sunday school teacher decided to have a church etiquette reminder with her
in your will? class just before she dismissed them to go to worship. She asked: "Why is it necessary for
kids to be quiet in church?"

Annie replied, "Because people are sleeping.”
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Church News

WESTMINSTER'S "GREEN TEAM" led Sunday worship and was Commissioned on April 23. The Green Team formed this Spring
from a group of church members and friends who share a commitment to care for God's creation by practicing wise, humble, respon-

sible stewardship of the earth. The team is planning educational and awareness-raising projects at church and will be participating
in wider Christian environmental organizations. Team members include: Mary Breiner, Doug Cheever, Jean Cheever, Rich Hender-
son, Marilee Loney, Denise Ryerson, Linda Stovall, Tom Stovall and Julia Smith.. If you'd like to be part of the Green Team, speak
with any current member. ALL are welcome!

THE WESTMINSTER FOUNDATION has awarded grants totaling $4500 to the following;

T  Westminster Hospitality Team to purchase gift pens to share with all guests at Westminster's Open House/Bring a Friend
Sunday, August 27.

1 Youth Faith Formation Team for a portion of the costs associated with youth recreation equipment and a new classroom
table.

T  Technology Team for a new portable digital video projector and screen.

9 Property Committee to fund improvements in the sidewalk from the main parking lot to the accessible door into Fellow-
ship Hall. The new stretch of sidewalk and curb cut was completed in late April.

Grants are funded by prior year earnings on the Foundation's investments. Most of the Foundation's permanent funds
(approximately $500,000) have come from bequests by members and friends of Westminster. Members of the Foundation Board
include: Norma Smith, Betsy Badger, Ed Blinks, Paul DeLong and Howard McLean. Doug Pearce and George Hellert complete their
service on the Board at the end of May.

THE SESSION (Westminster's governing council) took the following actions on April 27th:

9 Confirmed the faith of Josh Husemann, Rachel Stipanovich, Will Stipanovich and Samuel Wu. This was Westminster's
tirst Confirmation class in several years. All have been received into full membership at Westminster and will be welcomed
at worship on May 14.

1 Approved purchase of new Bibles to be made available for use during Sunday worship, including a variety of translations
and large-print Bibles. The Bibles will be shelved at the back of the Sanctuary.

T Elected Cameron Fast Moderator of the Fall Stewardship Campaign Committee and Steve Peake Moderator of the Church
Officer Nominating Committee. The Session expressed gratitude to these Elders for a willingness to provide leadership for
these important tasks.

9 Elected Tom Stovall as Westminster's Commissioner to Presbytery meetings.

Reviewed and discussed initial steps in the nominating process for Westminster's next called and installed Pastor. Hal
Murry is completing his fourth year as Westminster's Interim Pastor, serving on the basis of annual contracts with the Ses-
sion. "Called and installed’ Pastors are nominated by a search committee and "called" to serve by a vote of the congregation.
On May 18, the Session will meet with a representative of the John Knox Presbytery's Committee on Ministry for an orien-
tation to the search process.

T Accepted an invitation received from several local Lutheran pastors that Westminster serve as host site for an ecumenical
worship service commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation at 4:00 p.m., on Sunday, October 29.

Adult Faith Formation News

T Thanks to Rev. Dr. Marsha Wilfong whose class on the Psalms has been offered this Spring three times a week both at
Westminster and Bethany Home.

1 NEXT, beginning May 21, Hal Murry leads "WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER!" , a short-term course providing an orien-
tation to Westminster Church and what it means to be Presbyterian. This class is open to ALL and is especially relevant
for anyone considering church membership or wanting to brush up on some of the basics of the Christian Faith. Hal ad-
dresses (or at least tries to!) every question. Meetings will be after worship on May 21, 28, June 4 and (possibly) June 11. If
you need more information and/or would like to attend the class, simply tell Hal or drop him a note at hal@wpcdbq.org

1 HAL'S SUMMER COURSE for adults will be A Short History of Progress, based on the book of the same name by Ronald
Wright. This course will begin mid-July and run through mid-August. Additional information and registration will be
available in June.
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Youth Faith Formation News

Free the Par ®@d4rdnt® Brind\ih o3 6f food to help support the Food
_ . . 1y
Friday, May 19th Pantry and we will watch your kids!

The Nursery will be open from 5:00-7:00 pm for children that are 2
years of age or in Preschool. Please pick your child up by 7:00 pm.

Children that are in Kindergarten or older should be dropped off in
Fellowship Hall between 5:00 and 6:00 pm. All children are to be
picked up no later than 9:00 pm.

Dinner will be available for all kids between 5:00 and 6:00 pm.

Volunteers for Free the Parent Night will be needed in the Nursery and Kitchen. Please see Lisa Fast
for more details. lisawpcdbgq@gmail.com

Thank you to ALL the Volunteers that have helped -
Last Day of ‘ @ over the past school year. Your love for teaching the
Sunday School s ° word of Christ to youth is greatly appreciated by all.
May 21. And a special thank you to Rich Henderson for all his Tha
SUNDAY SCHOOL Years of volunteering with the youth program! Vomn tlﬂl‘)l;5 r!
Westminster, First Congregation & St . L uk ¢€VBS Donations
are working together to bring you an awesome Donations Needed:
X " ) VBS Adventure On line Gift Cards to: Hy-Vee,
=, registration Wal-Mart and Fareway
June 19th A 23rd! available Donations can be dropped
T off in the office. Thank you!
kel \

Classroom Spring Cleaning Day Saturday, April 22 five adults

Saturday, May 20th and nine youth traveled to
Bloomington, Il to see the
9:00am-Noon

Come and Help!

Passion Play.

3 Ways to View Church Online

R Sunday Streams 1 WPCDBQ.ORG

2. Android or Apple O0Sunday
(SR ELI RIS DRO S JIOLIIERUIINEE 3 ROKU oSunday
every Sunday at 9:30 am! Past services

Streamd Cha
LogiWPCDIeOo
Past 30 day Statistics:

are also available for viewing.

Contact Cameron Fast with any questions. 4 groups Worshiping Online

cameronkfast@gmail.com
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The Sympathy of the Congregatign is extended to

the family and friends of:
7 J. Robert Casper, member

Congratulations

T Luke & Lizz Tyler on the birtk
of Theia Elizabeth, born on
April 5th.

\\‘/

1 Zach & Becky Spurgeon on the birth of Brie Ejla

Laurie, born on April 24th.

DACU (Dubuque Area Congregations United)

Next Meeting f Tues., May 23rd - 7:00 p.m

Sinsinawa Mound

Prayer Service Understanding Poverty

Financial Stewardship
through March 31, 2017
(numbers rounded to the nearest 1,000)

Year-to-Date Operating Budget $ 99,446

2017 Expenses 89,145
2017 Income 109,377
Income over Expenses 20,192

1 Westminster's offering for our denomination's
One Great Hour of Sharing was $3,800. One
Great Hour of Sharing funds Presbyterian
Hunger, Disaster Relief and Self Development
ministries. THANK YOU!

On Sat., April 29th, 18 young
girls and women gathered and
packaged 175 0Pg{
for homeless and low income
women. A joint service project
for both Mission and Youth
Faith Teams.

The
Red Basket Project

Bringing Dignity to Women,

: Thank you to all our volunteers
one tampon at a time.

and to Mary Kay Pancratz for
bringing the need to our atten-

SAVE THE DATES: tion. ONGOING DONATIONS
8/26 and 11/4 are our next OF MONEY & PRODUCT CAN
Red Basket Events. BE DROPPED OFF IN OFFICE.

Circle Dinner Volunteers Needed

The Mission Team is seeking volunteers to help with the Circle
Initiative Dinner on Tuesday, May 23. We will do prep work
the day before if needed. We need to have the food in place by
5:30 PM and we serve at 5:45 PM at Prescott School. Sign up at
the information counter in the Narthex and you will be
contacted. If you have questions contact Susan Taylor at
lorse@iastate.edu or Linda Stovall at LinStov@aol.com

tay-

Green Team Recycling

The Green Team will start on May 21 having two boxes avail-
able to recycle your batteries and old medicine bottles. It is im-
portant that with the medicine bottles that all your information
has been removed from the medicine bottle. It is a simple, but
great way to stop putting things in the landfill that do not be-
long there. The boxes will be located at the information counter
in theoNdrth&alfgdu hade questions contact Linda Stovall at
LinStov@aol.com

Green Team Tip # 3 O Paper towels: use rags or towels
instead. We all buy paper towels largely because we've always
bought paper towels. Use rags or clothes instead of paper. Just
toss the rags or clothes in with your weekly wash and you'll be
all set. By doing this you’ll save money and a few trees too. If
every household in the US would use just one less 70-sheet roll
of virgin paper towels, we'd save 544,000 trees from the chain-
saw every year — not to mention the energy used in their ~ pro-
duction and transportation. Something to think about!

FRISHD

Sunday, August 27th
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Westminster Presbyterian Church
2155 University Ave
Dubuque, 1A 52001

{

le

ds & F» ,
Westtitister

Pictorial Directoryi Coming 5/21st

May 7
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper

Rev. Hal Murry preaches
Music: Adult Handbells, Adult Choir

May 14
Confirmation Class Received into Membership

Mother's Day
Rev. Hal Murry preaches
Music: Church Band, Adult Choir

May 21
NEW Pictorial Directories Distributed!

Rev. Hal Murry preaches
Music: Youth Choir, Youth Handbells, Adult Choir

May 28
Memorial Day Weekend

Rev. Dr. Lyle VanderBroek preaches
Music: Timbrel and Lyre
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Join Us for Worship at
Westminster
9:30 a.m. Sundays

Contact Information:

2155 University Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52001 563 -583 - 1729

CONNECT WITH US

www.wpcdbgq.org

Join us for

Communion at

Bethany Home
May 21 at 1:30 p.m.




